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STEPPIN’ OUT

BY HARRIET HILLER
Hour Correspondent

Under the artistic direction and
baton of Carole Ann Maxwell, the
Mendelssohn Choir of
Connecticut, recognized as one of
the most prestigious choir ensem-
bles in the state, will participate
this Saturday evening in a per-
formance of Carl Orff ’s modern
day choral and orchestral master-
piece, “Carmina Burana.”

It is a singular honor to have
been chosen as the only American
chorus to add their 100 voices to an

international chorus of 200
singers. Everyone involved with
the Mendelssohn Choir recognizes
this and admits to being thrilled at
the opportunity to perform in one
of best concert halls in the world.

“This is the apex for us and
something we did not plan on,”
Maxwell said in a recent telephone
interview. “We performed
‘Carmina Burana’ with the
Greater Bridgeport Symphony a
few months ago. Right after that, I
got a call from the organization
who is putting together this
Carnegie Hall concert,

Distinguished Concerts Orchestras
International. They had heard
about our performance, immedi-
ately called and asked if we would
be interested in doing this concert.

“Of course I said yes. You know
the old saying, ‘How do you get to
Carnegie Hall?  Practice. Practice.
Practice.’ Well, we have done that
and now we are going there,” she
added.

Well known and much honored
for her musical achievements as a
conductor, Maxwell has prepared
and led choruses throughout the
United States, Canada and Europe.

“Conducting is my passion, she
said. “This Carnegie Hall concert
is a truly wonderful opportunity
for our singers to perform in this
monumental work. And working
with singers from Iceland gives
this concert a truly global aspect.”

This performance at the historic
venue will be the artistic icing on
this season’s cake that began with a
concert at Maxwell’s home in
September and went on to include
“Haydn for The Holidays with
Festival Orchestra,” “The Messiah”
with the Norwalk Symphony
Orchestra, “Carmina Burana” with

the Greater Bridgeport Symphony
Orchestra and concluded with
Beethoven's Ninth Symphony with
the Norwalk Symphony Orchestra
in May.

The Carnegie Hall concert is a
gratifying professional bench-
mark for the unique organization,
which was formed in 1984 because
students of Maxwell, the director
of choral and liturgical music for
Fairfield University since 1980,
wanted to keep up their musical
association with her even after

Forsooth!
Caesar’s armies are lay-

ing siege to the towns of
Norwalk and Greenwich
this summer with free
nightly performances
(except Mondays) by
Shakespeare on the Sound.
“Julius Caesar” runs from
June 12-28 in Pinkney Park,
Rowayton, and from July 4-
13 in Roger Sherman
Baldwin Park, Greenwich.

Bring ye all a picnic bas-
ket, a blanket or a beach
chair and enjoy
Shakespeare under the
stars. Caesar has decreed
that a beautiful evening
must be had by all!

Playgoers will have the
opportunity to see a first-
rate theatrical production,
with professional sound,
lighting, original costumes,
live music and performers
who are frequently seen on
the professional stages in
New York City. A voluntary
$20 donation per person is

suggested at the entrance;
it’s $10 for seniors and stu-
dents, also voluntary.

Now in its 13th season,
Shakespeare on the Sound
has quietly become one of
the most popular theaters in
the region and a significant

cultural resource to lower
Fairfield County. Annually,
the festival draws between
8,000 and 10,000 people; with
an extended run this year in
Greenwich, audience num-
bers are expected to go even
higher.

This year’s play is a
“recreation of historic
events.” A young man who
would come to be known
after his death as the
world’s greatest playwright
wrote it for the stage in
1599. Shakespeare was just
36 when “Julius Caesar”
debuted at The Globe. It was
The Globe’s first production
and Shakespeare, whose
career was blossoming, was
part owner of the theater.
It’s not hard to imagine the
importance this play had to
his career.

What pressure he must
have felt on opening night!
England was deeply con-
cerned about succession
and civil strife. Queen

Elizabeth had been unsuc-
cessful at providing an heir.
Her subjects knew that a
violent civil war could fol-
low if the throne was left
unattended on her death. It
was against this backdrop
that Shakespeare presented
“Caesar.”

When the play begins,
Julius Caesar, the most pow-
erful man on Earth, has just
returned to Rome in tri-
umph. But, like the Queen,
he had not produced an heir.

Fearing that Caesar
might accept the title of
Emperor, his generals —
including the wily Cassius
and honorable Brutus —
conspire against him. This
sets in motion a plot that
results in one of the most
famous funeral orations
ever given: “Friends,
Romans, countrymen, lend
me your ears!”

A question often asked by
people coming to
Shakespeare on the Sound

for the first time is: What
happens in bad weather?
Unless it’s raining hard at
7:30 p.m., we’ll go on with
the show. Summer weather
is unpredictable; a late after-
noon shower can move on
and leave a beautiful balmy
evening. The opposite can
also occur. We don’t call off
performances until the last
possible moment and will
generally perform unless
conditions make the stage
unsafe for our actors. And
remember, our performanc-
es are free so you can leave
and return at any time with
no charge.

Four hundred and nine
years after the first perform-
ance of “Julius Caesar,”
America faces its own strug-
gle for succession through a
national election.

And on opening night
Shakespeare on the Sound’s
cast, crew and audience will
feel the same kind of excite-
ment that was experienced

by the Bard’s players, at The
Globe Theater, in ancient
London.

Won’t you join us in the
park this summer for a very
special theater-going experi-
ence? Caesar’s armies
await! I look forward to see-
ing you there.

“Julius Caesar" runs
Tuesdays through Sundays
at 7:30 p.m. June 12-28  in
Pinkney Park in Rowayton
and July 4-13 in Roger
Sherman Baldwin Park in
Greenwich. There is no
admission charge, but a sug-
gested donation of $20 for
adults, $10 for students and
seniors is welcomed. For
more  information, call 299-
1300 or visit www.shake-
speareonthesound.org

Alfred G. Vanderbilt is
president of the board of
directors of Shakespeare on
the Sound.

Lend Shakespeare on the Sound your ears as it presents ‘Julius Caesar’

Mendelssohn Choir to perform at Carnegie Hall
Contributed photo

The Mendelssohn Choir of Connecticut will perform Saturday at Carnegie Hall as part of a Distinguished Concerts Orchestras International concert.
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ALFRED G. VANDERBILT

president of the board of
directors of Shakespeare

on the Sound

BY LAURIE LAWLESS
Hour Staff Writer

For the third year in a
row, D’Valda & Sirico Dance
& Music Centre of Fairfield
won the “Best Studio”
award at the Access
Broadway Performing Arts
Competition in
Pennsylvania.

The competition featured
performers from the top stu-
dios in New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania and
Connecticut.

D’Valda and Sirico won
first place in 16 out of 31
awards given this year at the
competition, giving them
their title, and also helping
them become the first studio
to achieve the “Best Studio”
award three years in a row.

“It was exciting for the
students who worked so
hard,” said Steve Sirico,
who opened the studio 21
years ago with his wife,
Angela D’Valda Sirico.

Indeed most of the stu-
dents are very dedicated.
Besides school, dancing
takes up most of their free
time. Many of them are at
D’Valda & Sirico Dance &
Music Centre during most
of their after-school hours
and even weekends practic-
ing, rehearsing, and inno-
vating new moves and ideas.

“We see them sometimes
more than the parents do,”
Angela D’Valda Sirico said
with a laugh.

However, the students do
this by choice and are very
passionate about their
achievements.

Kiara Burns, 12, of
Fairfield, is at the studio six
days a week.

“It gives me something to
do, rather than getting into
trouble,” she pointed out.
“It’s something good to say
you have done.”

Amanda Somma, 12, of
Norwalk has been dancing
for seven years and is at the

studio on Saturday’s and
everyday after school except
for Friday.

“As long as I’m dancing it
doesn’t matter to me. I love
to dance!” she said.

Although the amount of
time the students spend at
the studio may seem
extreme, the students tend
to find that having a tight
schedule actually helps
them with school and get-
ting good grades.

Silvia Laracca, 13, of

Norwalk laid out her nor-
mal day: “After school I do
my homework, I try to get it
done as soon as possible.
Then I go to dance.”

“It helped having this on
my plate as well as academ-
ics,” added Aja DePaolo, 17,
of Stratford, who is graduat-
ing high school this year. “I
never had down time to be
lazy and do nothing.”

Aja won the “Miss Teen”
title at the competition for

Local dancers top competition

Contributed photo
Students of D’Valda & Sirico Dance & Music Centre of Fairfield will take to the stage Friday and
Saturday, June 12-14 at the Quick Center for the Arts in a Student Showcase.
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BY LAURIE LAWLESS
Hour Staff Writer

Author and Pulitzer
Prize winner Oscar
Hijuelos will be joined by
Chilean-Cuban drummer
and composer Alejandro
Garcia, Latin-American
music artist Ernesto
“Chico” Alvarez Peraza
and Master Dancer Pedro
Domech at Westport
Library’s BOOKED for the
evening.

The event takes place at
7:30 p.m. Thursday, June
12 at  the library on 20
Jesup Road, Westport.
Honorary chairs of the
event are Laurence
Luckinbill and Lucie
Arnaz.

According to Joan
Hume, community rela-
tions director at the
Westport Library, the
event’s Latin theme is
based around the honoree.

“It will be a lively
event,” she said. “We are
even serving mojitos.”

Hijuelos is author of
six books, including “Our
House in the Last World,”
which won the 1985 Rome
Prize, and “The Mambo
Kings Play Songs of
Love,” for which he won a
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction.

“I had a lot of questions
in my head about the
world,” he said, adding

that writing presented a
way for him to explore
them.

“I wanted to do a thing
about Cuban immigration
to the U.S.,” he said of
“Mambo Kings,” which
was a “way of blending
story lines and themes”
that were occurring in the
1940s as immigration
caused a blending of cul-
tures.

Winning a Pulitzer for
his work was unexpected.

“It’s like getting hit by a
bus, a pleasant bus,” he
said. “You get to meet peo-
ple you wouldn’t normally
meet.”

While he said the fame
may have gone to his head
a bit, he soon found him-
self again, and “It’s
smooth sailing.”

Hijuelos  will be hon-
ored by the library for cre-
ating work that “reflects
the purpose of the library
— to nurture the love of
learning and to enhance
our understanding of the
world,” Hume said. “It is a
real tribute, a program to
salute him.”

The library will also be
continuing its tradition of
mixing in an element of
surprise throughout the
evening.

“The honoree is always
surprised,” Hume said.

Oscar Hijuelos BOOKED 
for the Evening at Westport

see WESTPORT, C7



322-6971. A living museum of
plants ranging from gardens
to natural woodland. A 63-
acre arboretum and
research grounds with pro-
grams for everyone. Open
year-round.

Beardsley Zoological
Gardens, 1878 Noble Ave.,
Bridgeport. 367-8495.
Wildlife of North and South
American on 36 acres; New
England farmyard, replica
of turn-of-the-century
carousel (in season $1) and
hand-carved carousel ani-
mals exhibit. Daily 9 a.m.-4
p.m.; admission: $7 for
adults, $5 for children ages 3-
11 and seniors over 62 and
free for children under 3.

Ferguson Library, One
Public Library Plaza,
Stamford. 964-1000.
Saturday, June 14: Screening
of “The Great Debaters” at 2
p.m.

Maritime Aquarium at
Norwalk, 10 North Water
St., Norwalk. 852-0700, Ext.
2206. IMAX theater: “Sea
Monsters: A Prehistoric
Adventure” and “Tropical
Rainforest”; tickets are
$11.50 for adults, $10.50 for
seniors, $9.50 for children
(ages 2-12); showtimes at
www.maritimeaquarium.or

g; reserved in advance by
calling 852-0700, ext. 2206,
between 1 and 3 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

New Canaan Library,
151 Main St., New Canaan.
594-5003. Thursday June 12:
Screening of “Working The
Land: The Story of
Connecticut Agriculture,” a
documentary film by
Emmy-winner writer and
director Ken Simon, with
narration by Sam Waterson.
7 p.m.; includes comments
by the film’s writer and
director, Ken Simon; a
chance to meet and talk
with several Connecticut
farmers; a tasting of some

of the products they grow;
and a tasting of
Connecticut- produced
wines, beers and ales. Free;
registration is required.

Theater at St.
Catherine’s, 4 Riverside
Ave., Riverside. Thursday,
June 12: Robert Ainsley,
principal conductor for the
Greenwich Music Festival,
will give a lecture/recital
describing the challenging
process of realizing a
baroque score from the fig-
ured bass at 7:30 p.m.

Westport Country
Playhouse, Powers Court,
Westport. 227-4177. Sunday,
June 15: Westport Country

Playhouse (Joanne
Woodward and Anne Keefe,
artistic directors, and Jodi
Schoenbrun Carter, manag-
ing director) will present a
Sunday Symposium on “The
Life and Times of Cole
Porter” following the, 3 p.m.
matinee performance of the
musical “Hot ’n Cole: A
Cole Porter Celebration!”

Note: Submit calendar
items to Steppin’ Out two
weeks prior to publication.
Items are published on
space-available basis and
no item can be guaranteed
to run.

“We don’t tell them much.”
Previous honorees

include Tom Brokaw, E.L.
Doctorow, Calvin Trillin,
Wendy Wasserstein, Pete
Hamill, Martin Scorsese,
Arthur Mitchell, Doris
Kearns Goodwin and David
Halberstam.

Hijuelos, whose next
book, “Dark Dude” will be
published in September,
said he believes having a
well-informed, educated
public is key to the future,
and that libraries play a role
in that.

“I think young folks need
to spend a little more time in
the libraries,” he said.
“Libraries are the last home
of intelligence and hope for
this country.

— Hour staff writers
Nanette Morges and Eirik
Omlie contributed to this
report.
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THE HAPPENING. (R) It begins with no clear
warning. It seems to come out of nowhere. In
a matter of minutes, episodes of strange, chill-
ing deaths that defy reason and boggle the
mind in their shocking destructiveness, erupt in
major American cities. What is causing this
sudden, total breakdown of human behavior?
Is it some kind of new terrorist attack, an
experiment gone wrong, a diabolical toxic
weapon, an out-of-control virus? Is it being
transmitted by air, by water—how? For
Philadelphia high school science teacher Elliot
Moore what matters most is finding a way to
escape the mysterious and deadly phenome-
non. Though he and his wife Alma are in the
midst of a marital crisis, they hit the road, first
by train, then by car, with Elliot’s math teacher
friend Julian and his 8 year-old daughter Jess,
heading for the Pennsylvania farmlands where
they hope they’ll be out of reach of the grisly,
ever-growing attacks. Yet it soon becomes
clear that no one—and nowhere—is safe. This
terrifying, invisible killer cannot be outrun. It is
only when Elliot begins to discover the true
nature of what is lurking out there—and just
what has unleashed this force that threatens
the future of humanity—that he discovers a
sliver of hope that his fragile family might be
able to escape what is happening.  2, 3, 13,
18, 20, 21.

THE INCREDIBLE HULK. (PG-13) In this
new beginning, scientist Bruce Banner desper-
ately hunts for a cure to the gamma radiation
that poisoned his cells and unleashes the
unbridled force of rage within him: The Hulk.
Living in the shadows—cut off from a life he
knew and the woman he loves, Betty Ross—
Banner struggles to avoid the obsessive pur-
suit of his nemesis, General Thunderbolt Ross,
and the military machinery that seeks to cap-
ture him and brutally exploit his power. As all
three grapple with the secrets that led to The
Hulk’s creation, they are confronted with a
monstrous new adversary known as The
Abomination, whose destructive strength
exceeds even The Hulk’s own. And one scien-
tist must make an agonizing final choice:
accept a peaceful life as Bruce Banner or find
heroism in the creature he holds inside.  2, 3,
4, 5, 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22.

DDDC INDIANA JONES AND THE KING-
DOM OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL. (PG-13)
Set in the desert Southwest in 1957—at the
height of the Cold War—Indy and his sidekick
Mac have barely escaped a close scrape with
nefar ious Soviet  agents on a remote
airfield.Now, Professor Jones has returned
home to Marshall College—only to find things
have gone from bad to worse. His close friend
and dean of the college explains that Indy’s
recent activities have made him the object of
suspicion, and that the government has put
pressure on the university to fire him. On his
way out of town, Indiana meets rebellious
young Mutt, who carries both a grudge and a
proposition for the adventurous archeologist: If
he’ll help Mutt on a mission with deeply per-
sonal stakes, Indy could very well make one of
the most spectacular archeological finds in his-
tory—the Crystal Skull of Akator, a legendary
object of fascination, superstition and fear. But
as Indy and Mutt set out for the most remote
corners of Peru—a land of ancient tombs, for-
gotten explorers and a rumored city of gold—
they quickly realize that they are not alone in
their search. The Soviet agents are also hot on
the trail of the Crystal Skull. Chief among them
is icy cold, devastatingly beautiful Irina Spalko,
whose elite military unit is scouring the globe
for the eerie Crystal Skull, which they believe
can help the Soviets dominate the world—if
they can unlock its secrets. Indy and Mutt must
find a way to evade the ruthless Soviets, follow
an impenetrable trail of mystery, grapple with
enemies and friends of questionable motives—
and above all, stop the powerful Crystal Skull
from falling into the deadliest of hands.  1, 2,
3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 13, 15, 16, 18, 20, 21, 22.

DDDC KUNG FU PANDA. (PG) Enthusias-
tic, big and a little clumsy, Po is the biggest fan
of Kung Fu around—which doesn’t exactly
come in handy while working every day in his
family’s noodle shop. Unexpectedly chosen to
fulfill an ancient prophecy, Po’s dreams
become reality when he joins the world of
Kung Fu and studies alongside his idols, the
legendary Furious Five—Tigress, Crane, Man-
tis, Viper and Monkey—under the leadership of
their guru, Master Shifu. But before they know
it, the vengeful and treacherous snow leopard
Tai Lung is headed their way, and it’s up to Po
to defend everyone from the oncoming threat.
Can he turn his dreams of becoming a Kung
Fu master into reality? Po puts his heart—and
his girth—into the task, and the unlikely hero
ultimately finds that his greatest weaknesses
turn out to be his greatest strengths.  2, 3, 4,
5, 8, 9, 13, 15, 16, 19, 20, 21.

DDD SEX AND THE CITY. (R) Carrie Brad-
shaw, successful author and everyone’s
favorite fashion icon-next-door, continues to
narrate her own story about sex, love and the
fashion-obsessed single woman in New York
City. Carrie and her friends, Samantha, Char-
lotte and Miranda, juggle jobs and relationships
while navigating motherhood, marriage and
Manhattan real estate.  1, 3, 5, 8, 13, 19, 20,
21, 22.

DDC  YOU DON’T MESS WITH THE
ZOHAN. (PG-13) Zohan, a top Israeli com-
mando, fakes his own death in order to pursue
his dream: becoming a hairstylist in New York.
Though he wants to put his life of counter-ter-
rorism behind him, he quickly finds that it is not
so easy to escape one’s roots. As enemies old
and new try to take him out, they will all come
to learn the same thing: you don’t mess with
the Zohan.  2, 3, 15, 18, 20, 21, 22.

1. BETHEL — Bethel Cinema, 778-2100.
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crys-
tal Skull (PG-13) Thu. 4:35, 7:15, 9:45. Fri.-Sat.
1:40, 4:35, 7:15, 9:45.
The Promotion (R) Fri.-Sat. 1:20, 3:25, 5:25,
7:30, 9:30.
Roman de Gare (R) Thu. 4:15, 6:45, 9:05. Fri.-
Sat. 1:30, 4:15, 6:45, 9:05.
Sex and the City (R) Thu. 4:05, 7, 9:50. Fri.-
Sat. 1, 4:05, 7, 9:50.
Then She Found Me (R) Thu. 7:30.
The Visitor (PG-13) Thu. 5:10, 9:40.

2. BRIDGEPORT — Showcase Cinemas,
339-7161.
Baby Mama (PG-13) Thu. 4, 6:40, 9:05.
The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian
(PG) Thu. 12:25, 3:45, 6:50. Fri.-Sat. 12:25,
3:45.
Forgetting Sarah Marshall (R) Thu. 2:25, 7:05,
9:40. Fri.-Sat. 1:30, 6:40.
The Happening (R) Fri.-Sat. 12:15, 12:45, 2:30,
3, 4:50, 5:20, 7:15, 7:45, 9:40, 10:10.
The Incredible Hulk (PG-13) Thu. 12:01 A.M.
Fri. 11:45, 1:50, 2:20, 4:25, 4:55, 7:10, 7:40,
9:50, 10:20. Sat. 11:15, 11:45, 1:50, 2:20, 4:25,
4:55, 7:10, 7:40, 9:50, 10:20.
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crys-
tal Skull (PG-13) Thu. 12:50, 1:20, 3:40, 4:10,
6:30, 7:05, 9:20, 9:45. Fri. 1:20, 4:10, 7:05, 9:45.
Sat. 10:35, 1:20, 4:10, 7:05, 9:45.
Iron Man (PG-13) Thu. 1:10, 4:05, 7:15, 9:55.
Fri.-Sat. 6:55, 9:40.
Kung Fu Panda (PG) Thu. 12:30, 2:45, 5:05,
7:30, 9:55. Thu.-Sat. noon, 2:15, 4:35, 7, 9:25.
DIGITAL PROJECTION Fri. 12:40, 3, 5:15, 7:30,
9:55. Sat. 10:30, 12:40, 3, 5:15, 7:30, 9:55.
Made of Honor (PG-13) Thu. 12:10, 4:50.
Mere Baap Pahle Aap (NR) Fri.-Sat. 12:30,
3:40, 6:50, 10.
Speed Racer (PG) Thu. 1:15.
The Strangers (R) Thu. 12:40, 2:55, 5:15, 7:45,
10:05. Fri.-Sat. 4:15, 9:10.
What Happens in Vegas (PG-13) Thu. 12:35,
3:05, 5:20, 7:50, 10:10.
You Don’t Mess With the Zohan (PG-13) Thu.-
Fri. 1:50, 2:20, 4:25, 4:55, 7:10, 7:40, 9:50,
10:20. Sat. 11:20, 11:50, 1:50, 2:20, 4:25, 4:55,
7:10, 7:40, 9:50, 10:20.

3. DANBURY — AMC Loews Danbury, 796-
7777.
The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian
(PG) Thu. 12:10, 3:35, 7, 10:10. Fri.-Sat. 10:45,
2:10, 5:40, 8:40, 11:55.
The Happening (R) Fri.-Sat. 9:40, 11, 12:10,
1:30, 2:40, 4:20, 5:25, 7:05, 8:10, 9:20, 10:30,
11:50.
The Incredible Hulk (PG-13) Thu. 12:01 A.M.
Fri.-Sat. 10, 11:30, 1, 2:30, 4:05, 5:30, 7, 8:30,
10, 11:30. Special Engagement
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crys-
tal Skull (PG-13) Thu. 10:10, 11:30, 1:10, 2:40,
4:10, 5:40, 6:50, 7:40, 8:40, 10, 10:50. Fri.-Sat.
9:10, 10:20, 12:20, 1:40, 3:20, 4:50, 6:20, 7:40,
9:30, 10:40.
Iron Man (PG-13) Thu. 11:20, 12:50, 2:20, 4:05,
5:20, 7:20, 8:20, 10:20, 11:30. Fri.-Sat. 10:50,
1:50, 5, 8:20, 11:10.
Kung Fu Panda (PG) Thu. 10, 10:50, 11:40,
12:30, 1:20, 2:10, 3, 3:50, 4:40, 5:30, 6:20, 7:10,
8, 9:40, 9:50, 10:30. Fri.-Sat. 9, 9:50, 10:40,
11:15, 12:30, 1:10, 2, 2:50, 3:45, 4:30, 5:20,
6:45, 7:50, 9:10, 10:10, 11:40. Special Engage-
ment
Made of Honor (PG-13) Thu. 11:15, 1:50, 4:20.
Sex and the City (R) Thu. 10:20, 12:05, 1:40,
3:20, 5, 6:40, 7:30, 8:30, 9:50, 11. Fri.-Sat. 9:30,
11:45, 12:45, 3:10, 4:15, 6:30, 7:30, 9:40, 10:50.
Speed Racer (PG) Thu. 10:05, 1, 4:30.
The Strangers (R) Thu. 11:10, 1:30, 3:40, 5:50,
8:10, 10:45. Fri.-Sat. 10:35, 1:05, 3:30, 5:50, 8,
10:25.
What Happens in Vegas (PG-13) Thu. 10:15,
12:40, 3:10, 6:05, 8:50, 11:25. Fri.-Sat. 6:10,
8:50, 11:20.
You Don’t Mess With the Zohan (PG-13) Thu.
11, 12:20, 2, 3:30, 4:50, 6:30, 7:50, 9:10, 10:40.
Fri.-Sat. 9:20, 10:30, 12:05, 1:20, 3, 4:10, 6:05,
7:10, 9, 10:20, midnight. Special Engagement

4. DARIEN — Darien Playhouse, 655-7655.
The Incredible Hulk (PG-13) Fri. 7:30, 9:45.
Sat. 1:30, 4, 6:30, 9.
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crys-
tal Skull (PG-13) Thu. 7.
Kung Fu Panda (PG) Thu. 7. Fri. 7, 9. Sat. 1,
3:30, 6, 8:30.

5. FAIRFIELD — Fairfield Cinema at Bullard
Square, 339-7151.
The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian
(PG) Thu. 12:10, 3:15, 6:25, 9:35. Fri.-Sat.
12:10, 3:15.
The Incredible Hulk (PG-13) Fri. 11:45, 1:50,
2:20, 4:25, 4:55, 7:10, 7:40, 9:50, 10:20. Sat.
11:15, 11:45, 1:50, 2:20, 4:25, 4:55, 7:10, 7:40,
9:50, 10:20.
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crys-
tal Skull (PG-13) Thu. 1:20, 4, 6:55, 9:50. Fri.
1:20, 4, 6:55, 9:45. Sat. 10:30, 1:20, 4, 6:55,
9:45.
Iron Man (PG-13) Thu.-Sat. 12:55, 3:45, 6:40,
9:40.
Kung Fu Panda (PG) Thu.-Fri. noon, 12:30,
2:15, 2:45, 4:35, 5:05, 7, 7:30, 9:25, 9:55. Sat.
10:15, noon, 12:30, 2:15, 2:45, 4:35, 5:05, 7,
7:30, 9:25, 9:55.
Sex and the City (R) Thu. 12:15, 12:45, 1:15,
3:20, 3:50, 4:20, 6:20, 6:50, 7:40, 9:35, 10. Fri.-

Sat. 12:45, 3:50, 6:20, 6:50, 9:35, 10.
The Visitor (PG-13) Thu.-Sat. 12:40, 3, 5:20,
7:50, 10:05.

6. FAIRFIELD— Community Theatre Foun-
dation, 255-6255.
Baby Mama (PG-13) Fri. 4:15, 7, 9:35. Sat. 7,
9:35.
Dr. Seuss’ Horton Hears a Who! (G) Sat. 2, 4.
Under the Same Moon (La Misma Luna) (PG-
13) Thu. 7.
Young at Heart (NR) Thu. 7:15. Fri. 4:30, 8.
Sat. 2:15, 4:30, 8.

8. GREENWICH — Bow Tie Plaza, 869-4030.
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crys-
tal Skull (PG-13) Thu. 4:30, 7:30. Fri. 4:30,
7:30, 10:15. Sat. 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:15.
Kung Fu Panda (PG) Thu. 4, 6, 8. Fri. 5, 7:15,
9:30. Sat. 12:30, 2:45, 5, 7:15, 9:30.
Sex and the City (R) Thu. 4:15, 7:15. Fri. 4, 7,
10. Sat. 1, 4, 7, 10.

9. NEW CANAAN — Bow Tie New Canaan
Playhouse, 966-0600.
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crys-
tal Skull (PG-13) Thu. 4:30, 7. Fri. 4:30, 7, 9:30.
Sat. 1:30, 4:30, 7, 9:30.
Kung Fu Panda (PG) Thu. 3:15, 5:15, 7:30. Fri.
3, 5:15, 7:30, 9:45. Sat. 1, 3, 5:15, 7:30, 9:45.

10. NEWTOWN — Edmond Town Hall, 426-
2475.
Leatherheads (PG-13) Thu. 7, 9.
Young at Heart (NR) Fri. 7, 9. Sat. 1, 4, 7, 9.

11. NORWALK — Garden Cinemas, 838-
4504.
The Children of Huang Shi (R) Fri. 6:40, 9:10.
Sat. 1:45, 4:10, 6:40, 9:10.
The Promotion (R) Fri. 7, 9. Sat. 3, 5, 7, 9.
Roman de Gare (R) Thu.-Fri. 6:40, 8:50. Sat.
2:10, 4:20, 6:40, 8:50.
The Visitor (PG-13) Thu. 6:40, 8:50. Fri. 6:50,
9. Sat. 2:20, 4:30, 6:50, 9.
War, Inc. (R) Thu. 6:50, 9.
Young@Heart (PG) Thu. 6:50, 9.

12. NORWALK — Maritime Aquarium IMAX
Theatre, 852-0700.
Sea Monsters: A Prehistoric Adventure (NR)
Thu. 11, 1, 3. Fri.-Sat. noon, 2. 10-000 watts
proprietary surround sound;Stadium Seating
Shine a Light: The IMAX Experience (PG-13)
Fri. 8. Sat. 5:30, 8. 10-000 watts proprietary sur-
round sound;Stadium Seating
Tropical Rainforest (NR) Thu. noon, 2.
Wild Ocean (NR) Fri. 11, 1, 3. Sat. 11, 1, 3, 4.
Stadium Seating;Where Africa Meets the Sea

13. NORWALK — Bow Tie Royale, 846-
8797.
The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian
(PG) Thu. 2, 5, 8. Fri.-Sat. 11, 2:20.
The Happening (R) Fri.-Sat. 11:50, 2:10, 4:30,
7:30, 9:50.
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crys-
tal Skull (PG-13) Thu. 1:50, 4:35, 7:20, 10. Fri.-
Sat. 12:30, 3:30, 7:10, 10.
Iron Man (PG-13) Fri.-Sat. 6:50, 9:40.
Kung Fu Panda (PG) Thu. 2:10, 4:30, 6:50, 9.
Fri.-Sat. 10, 12:20, 2:40, 5, 7:20, 9:35.
Sex and the City (R) Thu. 2:20, 3, 4:30, 5:25,
6:10, 7:30, 8:20, 9:10. Fri.-Sat. noon, 1, 3:10, 4,
7, 7:40, 10:10, 10:40.
Speed Racer (PG) Thu. 1:40 A.M.

14. RIDGEFIELD — Ridgefield Playhouse,
438-5795.
Iron Man (PG-13) Fri. 4:30, 7:30.

15. SOUTH NORWALK — Bow Tie Sono
Regent, 899-7979.
The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian
(PG) Thu. 2:10, 5, 8.
The Incredible Hulk (PG-13) Thu. 12:01 A.M.
Fri. 2, 2:30, 3, 4:30, 5, 5:30, 7, 7:30, 8, 9:30, 10,
10:30. Sat. 11:30, noon, 12:30, 2, 2:30, 3, 4:30,
5, 5:30, 7, 7:30, 8, 9:30, 10, 10:30.
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crys-
tal Skull (PG-13) Thu. 2, 4, 6:30, 7, 9:20. Fri.
1:45, 4:20, 6:50, 9:20. Sat. 1:30, 4:20, 6:50,
9:20.
Iron Man (PG-13) Thu. 2, 4:20, 6:50, 9:15.
Kung Fu Panda (PG) Thu. 3:10, 5:10, 7:10,
9:10. Fri. 2:20, 4:40, 6:40, 8:45. Sat. 12:10,
2:20, 4:40, 6:40, 8:45.
The Strangers (R) Thu. 3:30, 5:50, 7:45, 9:40.
Fri. 2:10, 4, 6:15, 8:15, 10:20. Sat. 12:20, 2:10,
4, 6:15, 8:15, 10:20.
What Happens in Vegas (PG-13) Thu. 4:30,
9:30.
You Don’t Mess With the Zohan (PG-13) Thu.
2:30, 4, 4:50, 6:30, 7:15, 9, 9:45. Fri. 1:50, 2:45,
4:15, 5:15, 7:15, 7:45, 9:45, 10:15. Sat. 12:15,
1:50, 2:45, 4:15, 5:15, 7:15, 7:45, 9:45, 10:15.

16. SPRINGDALE — State Cinema, 325-
0250.
The Incredible Hulk (PG-13) Fri. 4:20, 6:50,
9:10. Sat. 1:50, 4:20, 6:50, 9:10.
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crys-
tal Skull (PG-13) Thu. 6:40.
Kung Fu Panda (PG) Thu. 7. Fri. 4:30, 7, 9.
Sat. 1:15, 3:15, 7, 9.

17. STAMFORD — Avon Theatre, 967-3660.
Before the Rains (PG-13) Thu. 4:30, 7.
The Children of Huang Shi (R) Fri. 4:30, 7,
9:30. Sat. 2, 4:30, 7, 9:30.
The Edge of Heaven (Auf der anderen Seite)
(NR) Thu. 4:50, 7:20.
The Evil Dead (NC-17) Thu. 9.
Love Comes Lately (NR) Fri. 4, 6, 8, 9:50. Sat.
2, 4, 6, 8, 9:50.

18. STAMFORD — Bow Tie Landmark, 324-
3100.
The Happening (R) Fri. 1:10, 2:10, 3:20, 4:30,
5:30, 7:10, 8:10, 9:20, 10:20. Sat. 11, noon,
1:10, 2:10, 3:20, 4:30, 5:30, 7:10, 8:10, 9:20,
10:20.
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crys-

tal Skull (PG-13) Thu. 1, 1:50, 3:40, 4:30, 5:20,
6:20, 7:10, 9, 10. Fri.-Sat. 1, 3:40, 6:20, 9:10.
Iron Man (PG-13) Thu. 1:30, 4:10, 7, 9:40. Fri.
1:50, 4:20, 7, 9:40. Sat. 11:10, 1:50, 4:20, 7,
9:40.
The Promotion (R) Fri. 1:20, 3:30, 5:40, 7:40,
9:50. Sat. 11:20, 1:20, 3:30, 5:40, 7:40, 9:50.
The Strangers (R) Thu. 1:40, 3:30, 6, 8:10,
10:30. Fri. 2, 4, 6:10, 8:20, 10:10. Sat. 11:50, 2,
4, 6:10, 8:20, 10:10.
War, Inc. (R) Thu. 2:10, 4:50, 7:40, 10:10. Fri.
1:40. Sat. 12:30.
What Happens in Vegas (PG-13) Thu. 2:40, 8.
You Don’t Mess With the Zohan (PG-13) Thu.
1:10, 2, 3:50, 4:40, 5:40, 6:30, 7:30, 8:20, 9:10,
10:20. Fri. 1:30, 2:20, 3:40, 4:10, 5, 6, 7:20, 8,
9, 10, 10:30. Sat. 11:40, 1:30, 2:20, 3:40, 4:10,
5, 6, 7:20, 8, 9, 10, 10:30.

19. STAMFORD — Bow Tie Majestic 6, 323-
1690.
The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian
(PG) Thu. 2, 5, 8. Fri.-Sat. 12:15, 3:15.
The Incredible Hulk (PG-13) Thu. 12:01 A.M.
Fri.-Sat. 11, 11:45, 1:45, 2:30, 4:30, 5:15, 7:15,
8, 10, 10:45.
Kung Fu Panda (PG) Thu.-Sat. 1:30, 2:15,
3:45, 4:30, 6:15, 7, 8:45, 9:30.
Sex and the City (R) Thu. 1, 1:45, 2:30, 4,
4:45, 5:30, 7, 7:45, 8:30, 9:55. Fri.-Sat. 1, 4,
6:15, 7, 9:25, 10:15.

20. STRATFORD — Stratford Cinemas, 381-
9156.
The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian
(PG) Thu. 12:50, 4:05, 7:25, 10:40. Fri.-Sat.
12:45, 3:55, 7:10, 10:35.
The Happening (R) Fri. 1:15, 2, 4:15, 4:45,
7:30, 8, 10:15, 10:45. Sat. 10:15, 10:30, 11:15,
1:15, 2, 4:15, 4:45, 7:30, 8, 10:15, 10:45.
The Incredible Hulk (PG-13) Thu. 12:01 A.M.
Fri. 1, 1:45, 4, 4:30, 7:15, 7:45, 10, 10:30. Sat.
11, 1, 1:45, 4, 4:30, 7:15, 7:45, 10, 10:30.
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crys-
tal Skull (PG-13) Thu. 1:10, 1:40, 4:10, 4:40,
7:10, 7:40, 10:10, 10:55. Fri. 1:20, 4:50, 7:40,
10:25. Sat. 10:25, 1:20, 4:50, 7:40, 10:25.
Iron Man (PG-13) Thu. 1:25, 4:35, 7:35, 10:35.
Fri.-Sat. 12:55, 4:20, 7:20, 10:20.
Kung Fu Panda (PG) Thu. 4:30, 9:30. Thu.
12:20, 2, 5:15, 7, 7:45, 10:15. Fri. 2:15, 4:05, 5,
6:50, 8:05, 9:45, 10:50. Fri. 1:30. OC-Open Cap-
tion Sat. 10:40, 11:30, 1:30, 2:15, 5, 6:50, 8:05,
9:45, 10:50. Sat. 4:05. OC-Open Caption
Made of Honor (PG-13) Thu. 4:25.
Sex and the City (R) Thu. noon, 12:45, 1:30,
3:30, 4, 5, 6:45, 7:30, 8:15, 10:05, 10:50. Fri.-
Sat. 1:05, 4:20, 7:35, 10:50.
Speed Racer (PG) Thu. 1:20, 7:20.
The Strangers (R) Thu. 1:50, 4:55, 7:50, 10:20.
Fri. 2:25, 4:35, 7:50, 10:05. Sat. 10:55, 2:25,
4:35, 7:50, 10:05.
What Happens in Vegas (PG-13) Thu. 1:05,
4:20, 7:05, 9:55. Fri. 1:35, 4:25, 7:05, 9:50. Sat.
11:05, 1:35, 4:25, 7:05, 9:50.
You Don’t Mess With the Zohan (PG-13) Thu.
1:15, 1:45, 4:15, 4:45, 7:15, 8, 10, 10:45. Fri.
1:10, 1:25, 4:10, 4:55, 7, 7:55, 9:55, 10:40. Sat.
10:20, 10:45, 1:10, 1:25, 4:10, 4:55, 7, 7:55,
9:55, 10:40.

21. TRUMBULL — Bow Tie Marquis, 365-
6500.
The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian
(PG) Thu. 12:10, 3:15, 6:20, 9:30. Fri. 1:45,
5:10. Stadium Seating Sat. 10:20, 1:45, 5:10.
Stadium Seating
The Happening (R) Fri. 1:20, 2:20, 3:50, 4:45,
6:10, 7:30, 8:30, 9:50, 10:50. Sat. 10:30, 11:30,
1:20, 2:20, 3:50, 4:45, 6:10, 7:30, 8:30, 9:50,
10:50.
The Incredible Hulk (PG-13) Thu. 12:01 A.M.
Fri. noon, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. Sat. 10,
11, noon, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11.
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crys-
tal Skull (PG-13) Thu. 1:10, 2:20, 4:10, 5:20,
7:10, 8:10, 9:10, 9:55. Fri. 1:40, 4:40, 7:45,
10:40. Stadium Seating Sat. 10:50, 1:40, 4:40,
7:45, 10:40. Stadium Seating
Iron Man (PG-13) Thu. 1:15, 4:15, 7:20, 10. Fri.
1:15, 4:15, 7:40, 10:30. Stadium Seating Sat.
10:10, 1:15, 4:15, 7:40, 10:30. Stadium Seating
Kung Fu Panda (PG) Thu. noon, 12:40, 1:30,
2:10, 2:50, 3:50, 4:30, 5:10, 6:10, 6:50, 7:30,
8:30, 9:50. Fri. 12:30, 1:10, 2:10, 2:50, 3:40,
4:30, 5:30, 6:20, 7:10, 8:50, 9:40. Sat. 10:40,
11:40, 12:30, 1:10, 2:10, 2:50, 3:40, 4:30, 5:30,
6:20, 7:10, 8:50, 9:40.
Sex and the City (R) Thu. 12:20, 1:20, 2:30,
3:30, 4:40, 5:40, 6:40, 7:50, 8:45, 9:45. Fri.
12:10, 3:20, 6:50, 7:50, 10:10, 11:10. Sat. 11:50,
3:20, 6:50, 7:50, 10:10, 11:10.
The Strangers (R) Thu. 12:50, 1:45, 3:10, 4:20,
5:30, 6:30, 7:40, 8:50, 9:55. Fri. 1:50, 4:10, 6:40,
9:10, 11:15. Stadium Seating Sat. 11:20, 1:50,
4:10, 6:40, 9:10, 11:15. Stadium Seating
What Happens in Vegas (PG-13) Thu. 12:30,
3:20, 6:15, 8:40. Fri.-Sat. 8:40, 11:05. Stadium
Seating
You Don’t Mess With the Zohan (PG-13) Thu.
noon, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 9:40. Fri. 12:15,
1:30, 2:30, 3:30, 4:20, 5:20, 6:30, 7:20, 8:15,
9:30, 10:20, 11:15. Sat. 10:15, 11:10, 12:15,
1:30, 2:30, 3:30, 4:20, 5:20, 6:30, 7:20, 8:15,
9:30, 10:20, 11:15.

22. WILTON — Bow Tie Wilton 4, 761-0767.
The Incredible Hulk (PG-13) Thu. 12:01 A.M.
Fri. 4, 7, 9:45. Sat. 1, 4, 7, 9:45.
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crys-
tal Skull (PG-13) Thu. 5, 8. Fri. 3:30, 6:30, 9:30.
Sat. 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30.
Iron Man (PG-13) Thu. 5:10, 7:45.
Sex and the City (R) Thu. 5:30, 8:30. Fri. 3:45,
6:45, 9:40. Sat. 12:45, 3:45, 6:45, 9:40.
You Don’t Mess With the Zohan (PG-13) Thu.
4:30, 7:30. Fri. 4:30, 7:15, 9:50. Sat. 1:15, 4:30,
7:15, 9:50.

Numbers at the end of movie reviews refer
to theaters where the film is playing. Check
movie listing for show times.
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their graduation.
Kristen Record, a sopra-

no who loves to sing, earns
her living teaching physics
at Bunnell High School in
Stratford. She continued to
keep up her musical rela-
tionship with Maxwell that
first began in 1995 when
Record was a student at
Fairfield University.

“I wanted to continue
singing with Dr. Maxwell;
she is a fantastic teacher
and a fantastic conductor. I
like her spirit and the pas-
sion she brings. She helps
each singer reach new levels
every season.

“And the hallmark of the
Mendelssohn Choir,” she
continues, “is the great
camaraderie each member
feels for the other. We enjoy
singing and being together.”

Lorna Sura, another
member of the
Mendelssohn Choir, who,
for purposes of disclosure
works at The Hour as execu-
tive assistant to the publish-
er, joined the group after
hearing a concert in
December of 2005 and audi-
tioned immediately. Coming
from a musical family,
Lorna said she always loved
to sing and learned to play
flute, piccolo and oboe in
school but went on to major
in accounting with a minor
in music.

To balance out her musi-

cal cravings with her life, in
1992, she began singing with
the Stratford Sister-Cities
Choir, an international
musical exchange program,
until she was accepted into
the Mendelssohn Choir.

And, she says, she loves
being part of this group.

“It may take 100 voices to
make up the Mendelssohn
Choir but it takes one
absolutely amazing Maestra
to pull everything together,”
she said. “We are always in
awe of Carole Ann’s talent
and ability.”

When asked about her
reaction to singing in
Carnegie Hall, Sura said,
“It’s breathtaking. Exhila-
rating. Saturday is going to
be one mouth-gaping experi-
ence. This is history making
for us. It’s awe-inspiring.”

“Carmina Burana” by
Carl Orff, Gardar Cortes
and Timothy Michael
Powell, conductors, with par-
ticipating choruses and
Timothy Michael Powers,
Mass in C Major, No. 1
("Wedding Mass") presented
by Distinguished Concert
International New York,
takes place at 8 p.m.
Saturday, June 14 in the
Stern Auditorium, Carnegie
Hall, 57th and 7th Avenue,
New York. Tickets from $20-
$100. For information and
tickets, call Carnegie
Charge, (212)247-7800 or visit
www.carnegiehall.

Mendelssohn Choir
heads to Carnegie

from C1
jazz and she will be attend-
ing the University of the
Arts in Philadelphia this
fall with the use of a danc-
ing scholarship.

Elizabeth Dunn, 16, of
Stratford who won the “Top
Soloist” in her competition,
explained, “There are cer-
tain things you have to sac-
rifice, like going out with
friends, but it’s definitely
worth it.”

The majority of the
administrative staff at
D’Valda & Sirico has not
changed over the past 21
years. The kids that usually
come in also stay for years
at a time. To most of the stu-
dents, their teachers and
peers have become their

second family.
“They’re great kids,

they’re fun and serious. We
build a special relationship
with the kids,” Steve Sirico
said.

“I couldn’t ask for better
people to train under or
train with,” Elizabeth
added.

“Your surrounded and
engulfed by everyone who
loves to dance. It helps me to
gauge improvement,” Sarah
Littlefield, 15 of Fairfield,
continued, “There is a stu-
dio pride within me. I feel I
am very true to D’Valda and
Sirico. I feel I would have
trouble switching to anoth-
er studio.”

All the students seem to
share the same opinion.
They also expressed their

love of dancing and singing
at the studio and their per-
forming at competitions.

Connor Frawley, 13, of
Fairfield, looked back to
nine years ago and recalled,
“I just remember telling my
mom I wanted to dance.”
Coming back to the present
he said, “I love doing it, it’s
fun. It’s worth it, I love it, it
keeps me occupied. It gets
me through the day.”

For some, it’s about more
than just dancing.

“I think that it’s fun
because your surrounded
by different people,” said
Cozette More, 12, of
Fairfield. “I’m very happy
dancing here. It doesn’t
just teach me dancing, it
teaches me how to respect
people and communicate

with others.”
According to Angela

D’Valda Sirico that is also
an important part of their
studio.

“We teach them to dance,
sing, and life skills,” she
said, adding the students
are constantly, “learning
team spirit and learning to
work with others.No ship
can sail on it’s own.”

D’Valda & Sirico will be
having a Student Showcase
Friday and Saturday, June
12-14 at the Quick Center for
the Arts. Dancers and
singers interested in joining
the Competition Performance
Groups can audition
Thursday, June 19. For more
information or tickets, call
the studio at 255-9440.

Local students take top dance awards
from C1

Westport
Library gala

tonight
from C1
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